Editor with a Difference
vocabulary of his dialect and injects his virus into the unsuspecting, and often
receptive, minds of his readers. Leaders, intoxicated with the exuberance of
their own language, have not known to put a curb upon their tongues or pens.
It is therefore we, the educated and the semi-educated class, that are responsible
for the hot fever which possessed Abdul Rashid."
What a contrast was the peroration in the old Johnsonian
style, by the * Thunderer of Bengal \ Shri Surendranath Banerjea.
The occasion was the unveiling of the portrait of Dadabhai Naoroji
in the Cowasji Jehangir Hall, Bombay, in 1919 :
" The truest memorial that we can have of the illustrious dead is to raise taber-
nacles in our hearts in their honour, to devote ourselves to the worship of those
principles which were theirs and to the furtherance of those aims which were
their lifework. Then will these great men, emancipated from the fetters of
flesh and blood, live in our midst in a higher form of existence and be imperi-
shable guides in our outward march which must lead to the accomplishment of
our highest destinies. Dadabhai Naoroji will be one such leader. You
may have your busts, your statues, your portraits. They serve a useful purpose,
they remind us of their mortal existence and of their imperishable work. But
let not our reverence, our affection and our esteem be confined to mere dead
forms, but let them be a living source of inspiration to us. Let them raise us
to the higher atmosphere fragrant with the breath of these immortals and inspire
us with a resolve to incorporate into oxir daily life the ideals which they have
left for our instruction and guidance. Let us imprint upon our minds the lessons
of sobriety, moderation, of lifelong devotion to the Mother Land which Naoroji
has taught us. Then we shall have raised in his honour a memorial more lasting
than brass or marble, a memorial transmissible from age to age, that will become
the lasting heritage of our people in the rich possession of those moral
qualities which are the truest guarantees of continued and undying national
progress."
Gandhiji not only revolutionized the political thinking of the^
day, but English writing of his countrymen as well. It had no
screaming headline, no catchy sub-headings or magic typography.
But it was universally read.
** His thunder acquires a serve majesty^ his appeal its persuasiveness, his
confession its poignancy, as much by proper use of the proper word as by his
personality. Sometimes, he is slyly humorous or playful. *.. With him, beauty
of expression has to be a humble housemaid to Truth/'*
The Hanjan was first pxiblished in 1933, Shri Jawaharlal Nehru
got copies of it while under detention. "I was delighted/' Shri
Nehru wrote to Gandhiji, from Dehradun gaol, after reading the
first two copies of the Harijan, " to see the old rapier touch of
1 K. M. Munshi: Gujamta and its Literature,  (Longmans, Green & Co.,
, Calcutta, 1935), p. 312,
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